
Isle of Wight 2011 census atlas

Section 4

Communal 
establishments



Communal establishments

The census counted everyone present in a variety of communal establishments in addition 
to those living in households.

A communal establishment is defined as an establishment providing managed residential 
accommodation. Managed means full-time or part-time supervision of the accommodation.

There are a wide variety of communal establishments on the island, but the 
most common category is ‘hotel or boarding/guest houses’, followed closely by 
‘private residential care homes’.

Due to most communal establishments on the Island being hotels or 
guesthouses, it is not really a surprise that the distribution map shows a distinct 
concentration in The Bay area. There are also smaller concentrations in Ryde and 
West Wight.
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Note: Small hotels and guesthouses are treated as communal establishments if they have the capacity for 
ten or more guests, excluding the owner/manager and his/her family.
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Persons present in communal establishments

Position in communal establishments
Type of person 2011 2001

Residents 3,904 3,732

Staff or owner 347 308

Relatives of staff or owner 301 44

All people in communal establishments 4,552 4,084
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The census recorded no people living rough on the island, no campers and no residents on civilian ships, boats, or barges (sea-going).
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The distribution of people in communal establishments shows a much wider 
spread, reflecting the existence of large establishments of this kind in many 
other parts of the Island. Once again, Parkhurst ward stands out because of the 
substantial number of people ‘resident’ in the three prisons and the hospital.
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