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Albin's "History of the Isle of Wight" offers a fleeting
glimpse of life at that time. The lawns and gardens of
Fernhill House were crowded with respectable parties
7 of Island inhabitants and inside was hospitality loaded
with tables of delicacies and refreshments.

Follow the cycleway down to the Mill Pond. There are
distant views across to Havenstreet and Ashey Down.
When you reach the bottom of the hill, turn left onto

~ bridleway N1 until you reach the junction with the High
Street.

Cross the road with care and walk into Mill Square and
on to the Sloop Inn.

11. Buring the 1960s The Sloop Inn was the venue of
the Island Folk Club. Through its front door passed the
likes of Billy Connelly, Gerry Rafferty, Ralph McTell,
Ewan McColl and Peggy Seeger. Members of Steeleye
Span and Fairport Convention also appeared in various
combinations.

~ Through the 1960s the legendary Island Folk Song Club
was held every Friday night in the Old Boathouse at the
back of the inn. The pub itself has changed z lot since
those days but at the far end of the bar on the left
overlooking the creek is where the performers would
have stood.

In 1947 there was the phenomenon when the Folk

Song Club was involved with a move for independence

due to the Maud Report an Local Government, which if

implemented, would have placed the Island

under the control of Portsmouth. That was too

much for most Islanders and a move
~ for independence was plannad.

The Folk Song Club brought it to
the forefront of local politics when
Lauri Say wrote the song “UDI for IOW", a
rousing call to arms, with the cherus:

“We'll pick up our pitchforks and give
them such a fight when we declare
independence on the Isle of Wight!”

With that, the walk ends here!
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People and places
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Wallishill Copse. R 2
op A

Woodside Beach. 7S
Chalet and Caravan Nw\ﬂn

Walks About Wootton Footpath

Unpaved footpaths/bridleways
Wootton Station (Steam Railway to Havenstreet, gomu&mﬁo WN%
Smallbrock Junction and Island Line) F N Holiday Villag

W ..

Wootton Bridge Help & Information Centre Ra= =
Parking
Post Office

Church

Public House

Public Convenience

View Point

Wootton
Manor
- Farm

Suitable for Disabled

-T T A X \:
TR P N I

CENTRE

4 & 5 Joanne's Walk, Brannon Way, Telephone: 884 555
Web address: www.woottonbridge.com
Open: Mon - Fri 0900 - 1300 hours




