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•

What do you think it is?

•

How big do you think it is?

•

What do you think it is made from?

•

Who do think wrote it and why?

Translation
Z: / I find so good fruits in the pains that you take for me, that again I must
put you to a little more trouble, (assuring you that you shall find me thankful
to you for altogether, & that, not in a meane way) it is, that you would go to

Southampton, to one Mrs Pits house, where you will find W: & deliver to him
the enclosed which you will find directed to him, & also advise with him, where I
shall take Boat & where land, & the [a hole in the paper] word as soon as you can:
the other is to 395: which I desire you send safely & speedily to him: but I would
not have anybody know that I have written to him: So I rest
Your most assured friend :J (or I)
King Charles used a code instead of full names to keep his supporters’ identities secret. In this
letter ‘Z’ stands for Sir Edward Worsley and ‘W’ for Captain Silius Titus, an ex-parliamentary
soldier appointed to attend the king who was won over to the royalist cause. The ‘I’ or ‘J’ at the
end stands for King Charles.

•

Get a summary of the Civil War with this 3 minute video: tiny.cc/charles-1

•

Watch this 3 minute video to find out more about King Charles at Carisbrooke Castle: tiny.cc/charlescarisbrooke There is more information about the King’s time at Carisbrooke here: tiny.cc/royal-prisoner
Turn the information into a cartoon strip or come up with your own escape plan.

•

These links will give you some ideas about how codes are created: tiny.cc/code-breaking and tiny.cc/
morse-code Create your own secret code or cipher. Send a message to a friend. Make sure you give
them a key to your code so that they can crack it!

