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1.

Introduction
The progress of the Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan was added to the Freshwater
Parish web site on a regular basis during the initial years. This was purely on an
information basis and was not interactive. Linked to this a dedicated Yahoo email
address was set up but it received no traffic from the public. A Facebook site was also
set up with links to the Parish and Yahoo web sites but again there was no public
traffic except a lot of requests for friendships outside of the Parish.

2.

The information was presented under the title: Where are we up to?
This was placed on the web as : December 2012, March 2013 and finally on May
2014.
Each time the extra information was added to the existing and so only the May 2014
version is presented below as the others would be the same at the start. The only
major changes were the timeline, which was updated each time.

Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan
Where are we up to ?
May 2014
The Localism Act, recently introduced by the
Government, placed an emphasis on planning
at the local level because it believes that local
people know best what local needs are and
how they can be met. By creating a
Neighbourhood Plan, local communities will
be able to come together to shape the future
of their area.
Note the word "communities", as the
neighbourhood plan must reflect the views of
all users of Freshwater Parish. This means
not only residents, but also people who work
or enjoy leisure within the Parish.
Explaining what it is all about

Why does Freshwater Parish need a
neighbourhood Plan?
A neighbourhood plan is very useful in areas
where there is likely to be developments taking
place over the next twenty years. Where an area
is heavily protected by nature or historical
conservation areas, then it is probably not so
important. Within the immediate Parishes,
Freshwater has the greatest amount of space
which could be developed.
One of six boards showing the themes

The first public consultation.
On the 22nd September 2012 the first public
consultation took place in Freshwater Memorial
Hall. There was a good level of public interest
and from those who attended, six groups were
formed to look at themed areas taken from the
the Island Core Strategy. The working group
themes are: Built Environment, Rural
Landscape, Community Provision, Tourism and
Leisure, Economy and Renewable Energy.
An overall image of the Parish, thanks to Google Earth!

These groups have now had their first meetings and are collecting ideas for Freshwater's
future. One that preserves the best points and strengths of the area, but allows for progress
in a way that enhances, rather than detract from these. On the 23rd March 2013, a Saturday
morning, a second public consultation took place in the Freshwater Memorial Hall, where the
vision statements from the groups were presented for discussion! These were only
provisional statements and are added over the next few pages.
We would like your comments! Send a message to freshwaternplan@yahoo.co.uk
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Community Consultation 2
Saturday 23rd March 2013 10:00 - 13:00
The five work groups: Built Environment,
Community Provision, Renewable Energy,
Economy, Tourism and Leisure, and Rural
Landscape, presented their vision statements
and results of their SWOT ( Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats )
analysis. Note-lets were available for
comments!

Vision Statements.
Freshwater Parish is a large and diverse
place with many different strengths and
weaknesses. This was why the Steering
Group decided to form the five working
groups, so as not to overload a few people!
Each vision statement is an introduction to
how the groups see their subject area and
how it should be developed.

Built Environment.
Vision Statement:
In keeping with traditional village design, to
create, preserve, develop and maintain local
architecture and character, whilst being
understanding of the local environmental
impact, in order to co-exist with green and
open spaces. Improve and develop the
"Victorian values" associated with our village
to promote and create a thriving community
and tourist destination.

Points for discussion.
1. Plan: - Industrial, Retail, SHLAA (Identified sites) and Developable sites (Others)
2. Street Scenes:- Furniture,Textures,Parking,Pedestrian,Traffic Flow,Styles,Types,Designs
3. General Comments: -re- infill builds, in-keeping with area
4. Hospitals,Doctors,Library / creation of 2 storey Heritage Centre at current Library with IT suite
5. Dormitory Town
6. Social Rent
7. Services - Community Sites, Expansion of Sports Centre
If you have any comments on these subject titles or anything on the following pages,
please email them to:
freshwaternplan@yahoo.co.uk
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Renewable Energy
Vision Statement.
In 20 years time the Parish of Freshwater
will be using a greater proportion of energy
from renewable sources and moving
towards a net exporter of energy.
Whilst valuing and protecting the
environment this plan will provide a
framework where there will be more
employment based on greater use of
renewable energy sources. It will be a
place where planning decisions and local Points for discussion.
actions will enable everybody to contribute
1. Land based wind farms - Turbine size, location
to a lower carbon footprint.
outside of conservation areas, visual impact.
2. Tidal energy - Hurst Narrows, Industrial
development
3. Solar Energy - Solar Farms, Domestic
installations.
4. Biomass Plants - use of farm waste, planting of
fuel crops and trees.
5. Future Technologies - methane from slurry,
hydrogen fuel from methane.

Rural Landscape
Vision Statement.
Freshwater is a rich and highly diverse rural
area, offering considerable potential for
growth with regard to landscape and ecotourism. The local environment, flora and
fauna must be protected; and both
opportunity and well-being, promoted for
island residents, tourists and the rural
workforce.

Points for discussion.
1. Tourism - infrastructure, structures, sensitivity to area
2. Hedgerows - new hedges, type, preservation
3. Alternative energy - Solar, Wind, Geothermal and Biomass
4. Farmland - NFU
5. Open space - Walkers, Bikes, N.T.
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Economy, Tourism and Leisure.
Vision Statement
To ensure Freshwater Parish's spatial planning policies create an environment where:
- existing and new businesses have the opportunity to grow and prosper in the future
- Freshwater remains the commercial hub within the West Wight
- the local economy is able to grow, offering residents better paid full time employment
opportunities
- the future growth of Freshwater's economy is centred on a diverse range of business
activities, but with an emphasis on the following key sectors:
- Retail

- Tourism

- Professional Services

- Construction and Manufacturing

Points for Discussion
Tourism:

Freshwater Bay offers the opportunity for increased private investment
capitalising on its position as one of the Island's premier landscape locations.
The Parish needs more reasons for tourists to visit, stay and spend
The Parish needs to develop its all-weather attractiveness
Important that tourism and retail sectors operate with a shared vision
The local night time economy has potential for growth

Retail:

The Avenue, as the traditional shopping street, has a future if it is easily
accessible and the range of the shops can be extended

Professional Services:
The existing hub for Professional Services includes the legal,
property and medical sectors. These businesses should be better understood,
encouraged and developed.
The requirements of the Professional Services sector need to be a key aspect
of future housing policies
Construction and Manufacturing: Extra serviced small industrial units of 20 sq.m size and
above are required

Community Provision
Vision Statement
This group wishes to retain, sustain
and enhance our community
provision by ensuring that it meets
the needs of residents and visitors
both now and in the future. Any
plan needs to balance the village
feel of Freshwater with new
developments to meet future
requirements.
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Week out West event - Saturday 13th April 2013
Despite the horrid weather we attended this event and managed to secure a spot in the
semi-dry tent that served the tea and cakes. Probably the best place at the event!
There were three boards of display and we did collect a few comments and made some
useful contacts with the community. Below are just some pictures from the event.

The popular Google
composite of Freshwater

The centre panel.
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Community Consultation
2014 Questionnaire
Over the winter of 2013 - 2014 the work groups have taken their vision statements and looked at how
they can create objectives in order to achieve these visions. The objectives are very important as they
have a more practical element to them. We all have visions of what we would ideally like, but to
achieve them often means spending more time and money than we have!
It also became apparent that having started with six groups, two groups heavily overlapped others, so
it was decided that Tourism was in reality a business and so it seemed common sense to combine it
with that group. Likewise we had Renewables as a group, but a lot of their objectives were felt to be
within the Rural mandate, and so they have also been combined.
The next stage is to take the objectives and turn them into actual Policies. Before this happens we
need to check that these objectives are the ones that the local community agrees with. Hence the
2014 questionnaire. This is a lot tighter than the 2013 questionnaire which was very open in nature
as we needed to gain feedback on how Freshwater Parish should develop in the future and
community priorities.

1. Community Provision

2. Built Environment

3. Economy and Tourism

4. Rural and
Renewable Energy

Can we just stress at this juncture what the Neighbourhood Plan is and why we are completing one.
Most people will have read about how the Government sees a major need to build more housing and
matching infrastructure but probably felt powerless to have any input into to "what, where and how".
To counter this, the Government also produced the Localism Act that basically gave power to local
people to use their local community knowledge to mould the way that their area developed. In
effect,,dictating how planning policies are implemented within their area. This is a very important
document and there are a lot of bureaucratic hoops to jump through, but if passed and adopted then
it will be a powerful force in ensuring that Freshwater has what it needs, in the right places. We
cannot stop development, an expanding population dictates that, but with this document we can
exert a bit of control. This is where you fit in.
This is a community document. It has to reflect what the community wants over the next 15 years.
Remember that this is a planning document. So for example, if the Library is highly valued but is
uneconomic and is threatened, then the community might be agreeable to the building being
expanded one side (in the same style and in keeping) so that it can become a community hub (Adult
Education, part time Police Station, Social Services, etc.) That is purely an example, it may not
happen, but hopefully you can see that if the community wants this, then it can be included and if a
discussion arises in the future about facilities, the wish of the community is known!
Please complete the questionnaire that will be coming through your door and place it in the
collection boxes detailed.

Have your say NOW!
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